
6 Signs Your Patient May Have Auditory Processing Disorder

of veterans may have auditory processing  
disorder from exposure to blasts. 

STUDY SHOWS

  Trouble listening or learning auditorily

   Problems following multistep directions

  Struggling with reading, spelling, or academics

   Hypersensitivity to or reduced tolerance for noise

  Frequent mishearing/misunderstanding of speech

  Challenges in remembering what was heard 

If you have patients with signs of APD, early intervention could make a 
difference. For referrals or to learn more, call today! 516.387.4000
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Service Members Can Be at Higher Risk
What is auditory processing disorder (APD)?
Also called “central auditory processing disorder,” APD is a neurological condition involving difficulty interpreting  
sounds the ears transmit to the brain.
Who is most at risk for the condition?
It appears prevalent in older adults, especially those with hearing loss. High-intensity blast waves, neurotrauma,  
and other exposures can put military members/veterans at higher risk.
Why refer to a hearing care professional? 
A trained audiologist is uniquely qualified to diagnose APD and may collaborate with other professionals,  
such as a speech-language pathologist, to tailor a treatment plan.
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issue rather than a hearing problem but can go 
hand in hand with hearing loss.

APD can appear alongside conditions such  
as attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder,  
so it’s important an audiologist evaluates APD 
symptoms for proper diagnosis.

Prevalence estimates for APD vary — the 
condition is underreported but, according to 
research, may present twice as often in males.

Left untreated, APD can lead to other issues 
such as diminished communication, problems 
in higher language development, and social 
isolation — all affecting quality of life.
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